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Principal’s Report

Term 3, 2019 Dates

Monday 22nd July First Day of Term 3
Thursday 22nd August Governing Council Meeting

Friday 30th August School Closure - no school

Monday 2nd September Student Free Day - no school

Tuesday 17th September Student Achievement &

  International Peace Day Assembly

Tuesday 24th September Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Thursday 26th September Graduation Assembly

Friday 27th September Last Day of Term 3

Refugee Week
A wonderful Refugee Week poster by class 11 student, Baran 
Jafari, was exhibited at the University of South Australia 
Gallery during refugee week. Her poster was one of 70 
chosen from amongst hundreds of entries from students 
across south Australia. 

My poster shows 3 parts of my life.

My life in Afghanstan was very hard - I could not go to school 
or leave the house. I had to wear a hijab because I am a girl.

In Malaysia, my life was hard as well - I could not speak the 
language and could not go to school. I was away from my 
family and was bullied and harassed because I was a refugee.

Now, in Australia, my life is so different - even though my 
family is not here, I am able to go to school and I am very 
excited about my future.
Baran Jafari (class 11)

Language Festival at ASSoE
As part of International Refugee Week 2019 our school 
organised a Language Festival.
On Tuesday 18 June in lesson 5, 20 students presented some 
simple facts about their mother tongue and taught some 
basic, every day phrases to many of their peers.
We had the expected discussion about what the difference 
was between Farsi, Persian and Dari, and Chun-Yi Wu 
started his Mandarin presentation with a picture of a nice 
juicy mandarin.
We have 42 languages spoken at our school. Quite unique. 
Most of the presenters prepared appealing slide shows and 
felt good about the short reprieve from the relentless pressure 
of English and being able to showcase their languages.
Maybe again next year?
Mr Sandor Hovarth

An Interview Experience
On Friday 28th June, Classes 1 and 11 visited two Year 5/6 
classes at North Haven Primary School. They interviewed our 
students to collect information around the Migration/Refugee/
International study experience for their projects. North Haven 
students devised their own questions and interviewed each 
ASSoE student in small groups. This was an excellent opportunity 
for our students to practise their oral language skills as well as for 
the North Haven students to meet students from other countries. 
Our student-hosts were at times amazed at the experiences our 
students had already encountered in their short lives. Following 
the interviews, the school provided a delicious morning tea.
Ms Fran Rydon

Community partnerships was the focus for 
Term 2, commencing with Volunteer Week 

celebrations in May. A morning tea was held to 
thank our 17 regular volunteers for all the work 
they do in our classes, in the Homework Centre 
and in the Resource Centre. This was followed by a 

Cyber-safety workshop facilitated by SA Police for parents and 
students, and a Parents In Education (PIE) workshop which 
outlined the Tree of Life narrative therapy approach used in our 
Personal Learning and Wellbeing (PLW) classes. 
Our local council, The City of Charles Sturt, has continued 
to be supportive of the school, with students contributing to 
improving the appearance of the local area by painting stobie 
poles, and approximately 60 students and staff were fortunate to 
attend Reconciliation Week celebrations at Woodville Town Hall 
in June. The City of Charles Sturt Mobile Library Service visited 
the school once this term and will continue to do so throughout 
the year. Several classes visited the bus, and borrowed books 
after joining the public library.
This term we also celebrated Refugee Week with an assembly, 
participation in the St Ignatius College Friendship Cup soccer 
tournament, a language festival and the acknowledgement that 
every year, millions of people are forced to flee their homes to 
find safety. Refugee Week is a time for Australians  to welcome 
refugees, celebrate the valuable contributions they make to 
Australian society and to create a better understanding between 
different communities. 
At ASSoE Refugee Week is a time for us to celebrate the 
diversity refugees bring to our school community and to reflect 
on how we can continue to provide a safe, supportive school 
environment through our school values of 
Respect, Responsibility and Resilience. 
Esther Simbi, a former interpreter at the 
school, was the guest speaker at our assembly. 
She was born in South Sudan, as the youngest 
of 6 children and came to Australia as a 
refugee, after spending 19 years in a refugee 
camp in Uganda. She has since established a 
career as a social worker and now an author, 
having just published her first book “Beyond 
Calamity”. She shared her life story, spoke of 

her determination to deal with 
the difficulties of having polio 
as a child, of being a mother 
of two children and of her new 
life here in Australia. She also 
spoke of the work she does to 
support African women with 
disabilities in South Australia 
and mothers of African children with disabilities. 
Our Student Representative Council (SRC) initiated the banning 
of portable speakers at school, after several public and student 
complaints about the sometimes offensive and often very loud 
music being played in public, in the yard and on buses. The 
Governing Council and staff supported the proposal and voted 
in favour of the ban.
Several members of our SRC played the role of tour guides 
for the Department of Education’s Chief Executive, Mr Rick 
Persse, when he visited our school in June. The SRC members 
shared scones, made by class 1, and responded to questions 
about the school. Students from classes 11, 17 and 28, also had 
the opportunity to ask Mr Perrse questions and to share their 
experiences. The skills and expertise of staff at ASSoE were 
highlighted as part of the visit.
Throughout the term staff continued to participate in professional 
development through their involvement in Professional Learning 
Teams, Learning Area meetings, EALD levelling moderation, 
First Aid Training and an update on protective practices.
Overall, the term ended on a high for staff and students, with us 
farewelling approximately 80 students who have graduated and 
will transition to mainstream high schools. As we head into a 
two week holiday break, I’d like to thank staff once again for all 
they do to improve learning outcomes for our students, and wish 
staff and students a safe, restful break. 
Anti Macri
Principal

IDAHOBIT Students celebrated
International Day Against 

Homophobia, Biphobia, Interphobia 
and Transphobia

 17th May 2019



“Tree of Life” Parent Workshop
On the 13th of June, we had a large group of parents and 
caregivers participate in a special ‘Tree of Life’ workshop 
jointly hosted by the school and STTARS counsellor 
Ms Nellie Anderson. STTARS, Survivors of Torture and 
Trauma Assistance and Rehabilitation Services, is a service 
that provides counselling for new-arrival young people and 
families.
In the workshop Ms Nellie and Ms Bronwen helped the 
participants to explore different aspects of supporting their 
children to thrive at school. They used the metaphor of a 
tree to consider family’s strength and resilience through 
culture, heritage, shared skills and knowledge, values and 
beliefs, hopes and dreams, and the special gifts given to 
their young people. The participants shared and celebrated 
their responses by creating a beautiful tree to share with 
the whole school community. We also shared a delicious 
Ethiopian lunch provided by Adulis Restaurant.  
Next term the Parents in Education forums will involve 
creative workshops for young people and their families to 
share culture and memories with a visiting artist. 
Mr Paul Coats

Cyber Safety Parent Information Session
On the 28th of May, Constable Brett Massey, from the South 
Australian Police force presented a workshop to around 30 
parents and some students about how to stay safe on the 
internet. His main message was that it is very important for 
families to talk together about what students are doing on the 
internet, because there are many dangers. More information, 
in easy English, or translated into some common languages 
is available on this website https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/
resources/factsheets-for-parents/
CALD-Factsheets.
It was a very useful session.
Ms Bronwen McClelland

Visual Arts
Students of classes 2, 6, 9, 12, 22, 
37 and 38 visited the Lions Arts 
Centre in the City West. Students 
participated in the Daydreamer Wolf 
Schools Programs where they created 
their own cardboard interpretation of 
what home means to them.

Uniform
New thick fleece lined rain jackets 
are now available for purchase at 

the price of $45.

Uniform Shop opens
Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday
1:00pm - 1:30pm

Work Studies
As part of Work Studies this year classes 9, 12 and 14 were part of a community 
activity. Classes 12 and 14 were responsible for planning, designing and 
painting the stobie poles along Croydon Avenue, as well as Torrens Road. Both 
classes worked well considering they had to deal with the weather (hot and/or 
rain), traffic and having to paint over various materials.

Stobie poles along Torrens Road

Stobie poles along Croydon Avenue

Class 9 were given the task of creating a 
walk way through one of the garden beds in 
the western quadrangle. They, with the help 
and support of Mr Martin, were responsible 
for removing excess soil/rubble, levelling, 
ordering materials, laying the pavers and 
finally concreting around the path to make it 
withstand time and the elements.  
Mr Ben Hilterbrand

This term we had a boys basketball 
team and a mixed badminton team play 
against other schools on Wednesday 

afternoons. We played against some very tall basketball teams, but 
improved our skills and teamwork each week. In badminton, we 
learnt how to play and umpire our own games properly and were 
competitive each week.
In week 8, we took a girls and boys soccer team to St Ignatius 
College to play in the annual Friendship Cup. This is always a 
great day. We played a friendly soccer game followed by a shared 
lunch where students from each school can share their stories. 
This year we had players from Adelaide United and the Lady Reds 
in attendance and also former Socceroo Bruce Djite who spoke to 
the students about his journey from Africa to Australia and how 
football has taken him all over the world.
Mr Tom Ellenbroek

Power Intercultural Program 
We had three classes (7, 26 & 34) involved in the Power Intercultural Program. The 
program is designed to celebrate vibrancy of cultural diversity and expression, promote 
inclusion and build social cohesion by recognising the positive contribution of different 
cultures within Australia. 


