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Term 4, 2015 Dates

Monday 12th October First Day of Term 4
Thursday 12th November Governing Council Meeting
Tuesday 17th November  Student Achievement
  Assembly
Wednesday 18th - 20th

  November High School Visits
Tuesday 24th - 27th Advanced Classes Field Trip
 November
Friday 4th December Graduation Assembly
Tuesday 8th December Parent/Teacher Interviews
Friday 11th December Last Day of Term 4

Principal’s Report

We planted over 120 
indigenous trees and shrubs 
around the school oval. This is 
part of our effort to continue 
to develop a pleasant, 
recreational and biodiverse 
school environment. Many 
classes were involved in this 
annual event.

Sport
This term we competed in an indoor rock climbing competition in 
week 2, which was a great experience for our students. Augustin 
from class 21 showed amazing talent and was judged the fastest 
climber out of 3 days of different schools competing. In week 3 
we played in an outdoor 5 a side soccer competition in which 
our girls finished 2nd and qualified for the state finals. Our school 
has never done this before so this was a great result. In week 9 
we took 20 students to compete in a badminton carnival and 
achieved good results. 

In the weekly sport competitions on Wednesdays we had 2 
mixed volleyball teams who have achieved good results and 
have a chance of making the final. Our girls and boys 5 a side 
soccer teams have improved each week and will compete in the 
final in week 10. Overall it has been a very successful term of 
sport. Thank you to all the students and staff involved.
Mr Ellenbroek

Community Information Session
Parents and caregivers of students from African families at 
ASSoE met together at the school on 12th August for a special 
information session. The workshop addressed the difficulties 
of adjusting to school life in Australia and the legal rights and 
responsibilities of children, parents and families.

In Adelaide Secondary School of English we 
welcome many students who are refugees 
fleeing from countries affected by war. The 

School is proud of the way we provide all students 
with a safe and secure place to re-establish 

their lives and focus again on the education that will help them all 
achieve great futures. Most importantly, we teach students about 
living peacefully in a country and society which should be free from 
prejudice, intolerance and conflict. This was a key message in the 
celebration of the UN International Day of Peace on Monday 21st 

September, 2015.

An important way of helping students understand their responsibility 
towards creating a peaceful society is the way we continuously 
celebrate, on a daily basis, the cultural diversity of students and 
the connections that we help them make with the community. This 
term, many of our classes have been involved in several Community 
Arts projects with visiting Artists coming into the school to work 
with teachers and classes. Through these workshops, students were 
not only provided with opportunities to demonstrate their cultural 
diversity through individual artistic talents, but also developed their 
language skills by expressing their stories so confidently through 
narratives, art, music and poetry. The stories and performances in 
the Achievement Assembly helped us understand how important it 
is to create a peaceful world.

In Term 3 the school was privileged to have the Honourable Susan 
Close, Minister for Education and Children’s Services as the invited 
guest speaker at our assembly. Like all in the audience, she was 
moved by the poetry recital of Class 35, a result of their work-
shops under the guidance of the visiting Afghan Artist, Elyas Alavi. 
The powerful words created by Class 35 have been included in the 
additional page of this newsletter. 

The Minister was asked to present the school 
Leadership Award for Term 3. This award 
recognises outstanding leadership in school, 
contribution to the wider comumunity and 
understanding of Australian government and 
citizenship. Francis Oyo Wilson received the 
Certificate of Recognition for his leadership 
contributions especially in support the school 
soccer team.

Hawa Hawa received the Leadership 
Award. Although Hawa lost her parents 
at a very young age and amidst the 
uncertainty that comes with being a 
refugee, she became a very independent 
individual who always strives for the best 
in all she does. She has been proactive 
in contributing back to Australia by 
volunteering in a childcare centre once a 
week after school. She also helps out in 

the school homework centre after school on Thursday and assists 
students who need help with their homework. She shows a very 
good understanding of democratic principles and women’s rights 
and issues and confidently shares her thoughts and argues her 
point on these matters. She took her own initiative to apply for the 
Australian Science and Maths School and has since secured a place 
to study there. Hawa remains humble and modest. She listens and 
treats everyone with respect and is someone to be admired for her 
tenacity to succeed.

Following the connections that a visiting Nepali teacher, Mr Baman 
Kumar Ghmire made with the school in 2014, the SRC kindly raised 
funds for the Nepal earthquake appeal. Photos of how these funds 
have been spent and distributed are also included in the additional 
page.

The number and variety of photos, recounts and reflections of so 
many of the activities students are involved in during their short 
time at the school, are included in this newsletter. Again, this is 
an amazing reflection of the dedicated and committed work of 
teachers, as well as the strong desire of students to learn, grow and 
connect with their new Australian community. I thank everyone for 
their wonderful contributions and helping to create such a dynamic 
learning environment.

Julie Presser
Principal

Minister Susan Close with guests Deb Graham  
(ED West Torrens Partnership) and Craig Auricht 
(Chair of School Governing Council)

Music performance at Student Achievement Assembly, 15th September Class 35 students prensenting their poem



On Thursday 2nd July classes 13, 22 & 24 visited Taoundi Community 
College at Port Adelaide to celebrate Aboriginal culture. In the 
morning, students had a great time learning how to throw spears and 
boomerangs and making traditional shelters. We then had a Kaurna 
language lesson and a guided tour of the college’s excellent gallery of 
traditional artifacts. After lunch we attended workshops where the 
girls learnt how to weave mats and baskets out of grass reeds and the 
boys learnt how to play the yidaki (didgeridoo). The students really 
enjoyed having some ‘hands-on’ learning about Aboriginal culture.
Mr Braund, Ms Rydon & Ms Bleys

Who:  Class 39 What:  Parkour
Where:  In the City When:  Thursday 20th August, 2015
Why:  Introduced students to fun, challenging and different 

exercises. Fantastic! Great!

Parkour in the City Music in the City
Students from classes 18, 29, 31 & 37 have been attending workshops 
this term with a renowned Adelaide musician Julian Ferraretto at the 
North Adelaide Community Centre and Carclew Youth Arts Centre. 
The students composed beautiful original pieces of music involving 
an array of percussion, other instruments and voice. The music drew 
largely from the songs and tunes that the students knew from their 
own cultural backgrounds. At the end of the project the students 
performed for a North Adelaide Community lunch of over 40 people. 
The performance also included magnificient solo and duo acts from 
several of our students including mesmerising songs in the Urdu, 
Arabic, Somali and French languages. Mr Coats

Youth Empowerment Day
On Friday 11th September, five students were selected to attend Port 
Adelaide Football Club’s 2015 Youth Empowerment Day at Woodside 
Army Barracks. Facilitated by Port Adelaide legend Russell Ebert, Port 
Power players, Medibank Private staff and soldiers from 16ALR  spent 
the day working with over 60 students from selected SA schools. 
Participating in team Black, White and Teal, students rotated through 
sessions involving teamwork, ethics and leadership. Highlights of 
the day included an Army physical training session, watching an 
air defence missile simulator in action, being part of a lively ethical 
debate, discussing future career options and meeting professional 
AFL players. Yanick, Christiano, Ismael, Diwas and Osman enjoyed the 
day as it was a chance to meet students from other schools.
Mr Lobban

Breakfast Club
Volunteer teachers and 
students, supported by 
partner organisation 
Kick Start for Kids 
have been holding a 
weekly breakfast club 
every Friday morning 
for over 100 hungry 
students. Class 20 
students have adopted 
this as a community 
service activity, regularly helping with food preparation, washing 
dishes and preparing a welcoming breakfast room. Mr Coats

Big THANK YOU for your efforts 
in helping the helpless in Nepal 
and granting my students the 
opportunity to learn the Social 
Responsibility through the heart-
warming campaign... We will be 
blessed to work with the ASSoE 
team even in future.
My sweet regards to the all the 
students from ASSoE and greetings 
to the staff...
Good times,
Baman Kumar Ghimire

Donations made on behalf of ASSoE to 134 students from Nursery to Grade 6
•	 Books
•	 Pencils & Pens 
•	 Badminton & Shuttle Cocks
•	 Chess Boards
•	 Football & Football Pump
•	 Skipping Ropes
•	 PT Drum
•	 Educational Charts & Maps

Other donations including a clock, 18 bars of soap for hand wash and common 
medicine were donated by students of Motherland Higher Secondary School and 
Mr Baman Kumar Ghimire.

DONATIONS TO NEPAL



On Tuesday 15th September, 5 classes participated in 
our School Spelling Bee. Two students represented 

each class. We had 4 rounds and slowly students were eliminated 
until we got to the final three students. The audience were on the 
edge of their seats to see who would win the AMAZING first prize of 
an Apple iPad. Congratulations to winners of:

• 1st place  -  Farwa Rasuli (class 28)
• 2nd place -  Latifa (class 32) 
• 3rd place  -  Eid Mohammad Najafi (class 17)

Well done to all the other students who participated. 
Ms Morrison

On Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th September, 
the Senior classes: 15, 22, 35, 36 and 38 attended the 
overnight field trip at Woodhouse. We enjoyed a walk 

Adelaide Secondary School of English

On Sunday 20th September, 60 students 
and 8 teachers participated in the City 
to Bay run with the support of the 
Australian Refugee Association (ARA). 
All those who attended put in a massive 
effort and did extremely well. Some students ran 6km 
and others 12km. There were some excellent times 
amongst the group but most importantly everyone had 
a great time! Congratulations to all the students who 
participated, you should all be extremely proud of your 
efforts.

Well done to everyone!
Ms Amy

Living in Adelaide

On 20th August, class 20 and 22 went to Maritime Museum to 
have a better understanding of a ship voyage. Both classes learnt 
about convicts and early settlers. 

Hi, my name is Han. I am an International student from Vietnam. I am 
very glad to be living and studying in Adelaide. Everything is fantastic, 
particularly the clean environment and friendly people. The teachers 
and all my classmates are so nice, friendly and enthusiastic. Even though 
it has only been a short time at ASSoE I have made many happy and 
interesting memories.

When I first came to school I felt so nervous but with the teachers and 
students help, whenever I needed it, I am a lot more confident and am 
now brave to try new things and challenge myself. English is my second 
language but I now feel comfortable using English and looking forward to 
start at my new school next term. I would like to say a very big THANKS 
to everyone for your help, especially Mr Robb and Mr Tiley for being 
always kind and cheerful and ready to help me.

Han Ha (class 36)

My name is Andy, I am an international student from China. I have lived 
in Adelaide for one year. When I first came to Adelaide I had no idea 
about English so I went to the Adelaide Secondary School of English. I 
learned many things at this school, I felt very happy to be a student at 
Adelaide Secondary School of English because the teachers were very 
kind and helped me a lot. 

I like to play basketball and on the weekends I meet my friends from 
school to play a basketball challenge. My team has lost many times, 
more than we have won but I am still happy to play because I can meet 
more Australian people. At school I like PE lesson because I can do some 
exercises outside of the classroom. Now although my English skills are 
still lower than the students from Australia I am more confident because 
I have improved a lot. Teachers at this school taught me a lot of English 
and also I learned another language from the students who are at this 
school.

In the city I usually go to the Chinatown because there are many shops 
that sell Chinese food that I like to eat and sometimes I go to Rundle 
Mall to shop. I like this city and I am happy to be living and studying in 
Adelaide. 

Andy Wen (class 36)

BBQ
On the 14th of August, students from Class 6 and 7 organised a BBQ 
and coin line to collect funds to assist those in need in our local 
community. Overall, $271 was raised and this money will be equally 
divided between Catherine House and The Hutt Street Centre. Once 
again, thank you to the Rotary Club of Glenelg for assisting with the 
BBQ. Ms Vun

School Spelling Bee

Class 7

celebrated the 

birthday

of 

Parisa, Sui and Esther

who all turned

fourteen

in the same week!

Happy 
Birthday!!!

FIELD TRIP

Making and flying kites

through and lunch at Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens and then travelled up to the 
camp area. We were happy that we were inside when the hailstorm hit. We made 
kites and had fun trying to fly them.

Junior classes 13, 16, 20, 32 and 34 arrived and stayed overnight from Thursday 
17th to Friday 18th September. They had fun doing various activities with different 
teachers.

Both groups enjoyed the Challenge Hill activities. Students and teachers were 
tired when they returned back to school.

Great Trip!!!



Resource Centre 
It has been an exciting time in the Resource Centre with new areas 
developed for specialised programs such as Reading Intervention, Special 
Education and Maths.

We celebrated Book Week with the theme Books Light Up Our World.  Class 
13 had fun helping with some of the decorations. An Art For Relaxation 
Club has also been created. This is held each Tuesday at lunchtime in the 
Resource Centre.
Ms Fisher

Class 27 paving an area in the new library garden project.

Who am I? Who are you?

I am Mohammad 
I am a Hazara boy
I’m the one who you can see all the seasons 
in my eyes 
I’m the heat of sun 
I’m as big as Jupiter 
I am the galaxy 
I am April 
I’m hiding many secrets 
I am all things of past 
My family treated me like a cherry 
My brother protected me as a bodyguard! 
I am Hassan 
I am far from home 
I am near home 
I look like Amir Khan! 
I’m Narsis and I live outside the world with 
my own God
I am the howl of wolves 
I’m the Persian sea, huge, vast
I’m shiny as the sun, I’m the future of the 
future
The world didn’t finish in 2012 because of 
me
I am Cung 
I am the leaves of pine trees in the Chin 
Hills 
I’m the Chin Mountains
and the Chin Mountains are me 
I am Myanmar
She is the simple girl who goes on her own 
way
She once cried, smiled and was sad but she 
has gone through it  
She once heard others gossip about her 
But a voice from the inside told her “Stay 
strong and never give up” 
That’s me and my heart 
I’m the sun in the day 
and the moon of the night 
I’m a super boy 
I am Burundian
Sometimes I’m shivering as leaves in the 
strong wind 
I’m all wishes & dreams 
I’m the one who comes from dream time 
I’m a river, always travelling
I can’t stay at the same place 
I’m an emotional girl 
and also I’m a strong girl like stone 
I’m the night, full of peace  
I’m a Rohingya boy 
I’m the one who had a long journey 
I was beaten by Burma’s government 
officers 
and came by boat to Australia 
Our boat broke 
and I swam for an hour to get to shore 
I’m the one who was kept in a detention 
centre for one year 
I have no family here 

I come from my beloved country 
Rich in cultures and art
I had to escape from my beloved country  
Australia is my new country 
Australia is my new home 
I belong here now

My generation has just begun 
Racing as a marathon 
I am trying to catch the furthest star 
As the key to achieve my goal 
And this goal is me 
Let’s be friends together
Let’s be friends together 
I can be the pencil and you can be the 
paper 
You can be my favourite, I can be your 
housemate
You, my admiral and I, your fallen soldier 
This is the time to inspire 
This is the time to think, to work, be a 
friend, enjoy
This is the time to love 
This is the time to care, to dream 
This is who I am 
And I am You 

I am a good girl 
I come from India 
I’m funny and I like to make others laugh 
I am Varsha  
I’m a 17 year old boy 
I’m the light of the morning 
I’m the snow of mountains
I’m a child of the Pashtun people 
I’m loyal 
I am Fariba 
I am the all that could be seen or could be 
heard 
I am all memories and all thoughts 
I’m a butterfly, flying around the world 
I’m a river, soft, shining and singing 
I am lonely as the moon and also useful as 
the moon 
My shadow is my best friend 
I am an atom, a little particle that cannot 
be seen without a microscope 
I’m the tears; I’m the sad moment and also 
the great moment of life 
I’m the eggs of dinosaurs 
I’m a dragon but a kind one! 
I am a bird, a special bird
I’m the Hope bird that can fly everywhere 
I’m an ocean full of beautiful fishes, whales 
and sharks too 
I’m the future of my country 
I’m the dreams of my parents 
I am Latifa Sultani 

I am a cute boy
I’m funny 
I’m smaller than the sun 
I’m uglier than an angel! 

During a series of five art and poetry workshops run by Mr Elyas Alavi, an Afghan artist and poet (on behalf of  S.A. Youth Arts), students of 
class 35 have written and performed two beautiful poems. The poems and artwork produced by our students will form part of a display which 
will accompany the play 'Beautiful Words' to be performed  by young actors during next year's Fringe Arts Festival. The play 'Beautiful Words' 
is about the refugee experience. Students were inspired by the poem called “I am”, written by Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi, a famous 13th century 
Persian poet, an Islamic dervish and a Sufi mystic.

I’m Elan 
My mum is my life 
She is my sun, she is my world, my sea, my 
sky
She is my light in the darkness 
I hope I’m always standing next to you 
and can fall sleep with you in my heart 
I am the earth that is giving you life 
I am the spirit 
I am the music that you feel, the mirror 
you watch 
I am the clothes that you have had 
I am a shirt that keeps you warm 
I am I am  
I am the son of generosity 
I’m the son of the mighty Equestrian and 
the pure bred horse 
I am the past of the historic Babylonian 
nation 
I am a desert seeking for water, new hope 
I am an Arab 
I’m the hope of my family
I’m not poor 
I have my angel mum at home 
I’m the future of my country 
We are one 
We are the same 
I don’t hide myself 
I’m Mr Yanick Nkhungu from Congo 
My wonderful country makes me smile even 
if there is no peace there 
My world is invisible, a vapour that can 
evaporate then change into rain
My words are faster than thunder
I am all memories and all thoughts 
I am the death, I am the life 
I am the war and I am the peace  
I am the past and I am the present 
I am everything and I am you 
I’m an angel, I’m a good friend 
Through many journeys I learned that 
Life is full of struggles and also happy 
moments 
Every decision we make leads us to a 
different road
I pray everyone will have a good life, be 
happy   
I love people 
I am love 
We are one 
We are the same.

============================

Written by students of class 35 - Term 3, 2015:
Mohammad Ebrahimi, April Avellanoza, Hassan Anamul, Narges 
(Narsis) Kiani Far, Thang Cung, Elizabeth, Jean-Benigne 
Mbonyumugenzi, Sima Ebrahimi, Akram Maungkyawmin, Varsha 
Baghel, Sadiqullah, Fariba Sahel, Yanick Nkhungu, Latifa 
Sultani, Rohollah Ashrafzadeh, Elan Sung Tha Par, Setha (Tong) 
Nhotxayviboun and Yousif Abdullah Kaleid
- with support from Ms Maggie Gordon
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Class 2 made a model of a bedroom for a Maths project on the topic of perimeter, surface and area with Ms Habib. This project was really 
interesting because we created our own bedroom even though it’s not real. By this project we got an idea that in real life we have to know 
how to measure the surface, perimeter and area. Also it helps develop our creative skills and Ms Macri help the class choose the best models.
Athicha (class 2)

My Story - My City
This term class 24 have been working on an Urban 
Art project with acclaimed Adelaide artist Peter 
Drew, alongside Angelique Edmonds from the UniSA 
Hawke EU Centre for Mobilities, Migration and 
Cultural Transformations. The students documented 
their life stories and hopes for the future in text 
and artworks, which were then projected onto 
City buildings during an evening performance with 
parents and caregivers. The touching short film that 
Peter made about this project is called My Story - 
My City and can be viewed on the school website 
www.adsecenglish.sa.edu.au
Mr Coats


