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Principal’s Report
On Friday the 20th March, the school was honoured 
to have Senator Penny Wong visit and address the 
Harmony Day Student achievement assembly.  
Reflecting on her own migration experience 
when she arrived in Australia as an 8 year old, she 
spoke with true understanding of the challenges 

our students are faced with when they first arrive in Australia.  She 
also reinforced the importance of developing leadership skills and 
using them in every aspects of our lives, whether within our own 
friendship groups, in our family situations, in school or within 
the community.  Senator Wong stressed that you don’t have to 
necessarily be in an official leadership position or in Government to 
show these important leadership skills.  It is far more important to be 
demonstrating them every day in our normal activities.

As many of our students show great leadership skills and we often talk 
to them about them becoming  Australia’s  future leaders, Senator 
Wong was asked to present the inaugural “Student Leadership 
Awards”  to Transition students: Angela Qin: Class 9, Suliman Rahma: 
Class 19, Seyda Abbassi and Sui Tinthe both from Class 7.

This award recognises outstanding: Leadership in the School, 
contribution to the wider community and an understanding of 
Australian government and citizenship.  All four students received 
a certificate, but the most outstanding student, Sui Tinthe also 
received a school gift as well as a $50 cheque for her future education 
requirements.

In my Harmony Day address to the school community, we reflected 
on the 3 school values: Respect, Responsibility and Resilience.  The 
school staff recognise that many of our students come to Australia 
already with the determination and strength of character to succeed. 
As they move through their programs at school, we constantly see 
this strength and the desire to learn and to achieve great things with 
their lives.  We see resilience in our students’ characters when they 
are faced with hardships and challenges. It is this resilience that we 
know will help them become future leaders in our Australian society.

Term 1, 2015 has been full of exciting challenges for our students. 
As usual, they have risen to each occasion and, as can be seen in the 
wonderful display of photographs in this newsletter, they have not 
only achieved some great learning outcomes but also made some 
strong connections and contributions to the community.

Ms Julie Presser
Principal

Reports

Sport
This term our students competed in a beach volleyball carnival at Glenelg. We had 3 boys and 3 girls teams 
competing against other schools from the western zone. All students played well especially 1 of our girls 
teams who won the competition. 

We also had 2 classes compete in a lawn bowls competition at West Lakes. This was a new activity for our 
students but they all tried hard and improved throughout the day.

The SANFL have also been running an Australian football program after school on Wednesdays teaching the 
students how to play and hopefully get them into ‘footy’ clubs for the upcoming season.

Harmony Day Posters
Student were asked to design Harmony Day 
posters which were displayed around the 
school. The winning posters, chosen by the 
SAPOL officers, were created by Pravena 
Sinnathurai (class 17) and Yanick Nkhungu 
(class 35).

Term 2, 2015 Dates

Monday 27th April First Day of Term 2
Thursday 28th May Governing Council Meeting
Monday 8th June Queen’s Birthday (Public holiday)
Tuesday 9th June Student Free Day
Tuesday 16th June Student Achievement &
  Refugee Week Assembly
Tuesday 30th June Parent/Teacher Interviews
Thursday 2nd July Graduation Assembly
Friday 3rd July Last Day of Term 2

A special thank you 
is extended to SAPOL who 

cooked a barbeque, shared 
aspects of their work and provided 

great entertainment with their rock music 
contributing to a most enjoyable Harmony Day.

Annual General & Governing 
Council Meetings
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) was 
held on Thursday 12th March. 39 parents/
caregivers from 18 different language 
groups attended and approved the Annual 
Report (2014). 

The AGM was followed by the Term 1 
Governing Council Meeting. Our Governing 
Council Chair for 2015 is Craig Auricht 
who has been nominated by the school 
as the representative for local Community 
Partners. 

The Governing Council approved the 
2015 budget and Site Improvement Plan 
(SIP) 2015 which is now available on the 
school website. The SIP will guide the 
work of everyone in the school for 2015. 
The 3 key priorities this year are “Relevant 
Curriculum” which encompasses the 
Curriculum Review and writing work, 
“Improved Teacher Practices” which 
reflects the school’s focus on Performance 
Development and “Student Wellbeing” in 
particular the connections that the school is 
making with the whole school community.

Ms Julie Presser (Principal)



WOMADelaide
Students had a wonderful time at WOMAD 2015. 
We especially enjoyed walking around and listening 
to the different music, trying delicious food and 
looking at beautiful things. We respect every 
culture so we watched their special performances. 
We thought it was the best and would love to go 
again! 
Class 11TB

PANCAKE DAY  - Tuesday, 3rd March 2015

“For our Community Service, we cooked over 200 
pancakes and we sold them to students, teachers and even the principal, 
to raise money for Uniting Care.” (Didasiene)

“We had to do many things to get ready like make posters to put around the school and go to 
all the classes to tell them about the special day.” (Eid Mohammad)

“I felt so proud of my classmates and myself after finishing our Community Service because we 
raised $302.50 for homeless people in Adelaide.” (Jacob)

“I would like to do more Community Service in the future because I like helping people and 
meeting different people. Also it is important to help people in the world who are not as lucky 
as I am.” (Nigst)

Australian Flora & Fauna Mural 

Classes 1, 3 and 17 worked with James Parker, who is an artist 
and Gemma Boyd, who is a poet. Class 1 created fantastic 
work with James and they made a long poem with Gemma. 
We did a lot of things like poems in the tree, poems in chalk on 
the ground, making journals and created an amazing “pencil” 
book that included our poems. Gemma taught us lots of things 
like how to recite the poems slowly and carefully. Gemma 
wrote a long poem on the ground with chalk and this poem is 
all about power.
James taught us more things about being creative and making 
sculptures by ourselves without helping each other.
The whole experience was incredible.
Laurence Lingad (class 1)

We did lots of activities like making 
journals, writing poems to hang on 
trees, book sculptures and writing 
poems on the ground with chalk. We 
presented the poems bravely.
We felt impressed while working 
with the artists because everyone 
could share their opinions. We also 
learned to work in a group.
Sima Khan (class 1)

Artist in Residence 

On Tuesday, 24th of March, class 7 unveiled 
the new Australian Flora & Fauna mural by 
artist Kaye Monck with the help of local City 
of Charles Sturt Mayor, Angela Keneally. We 
raised funds for this mural by selling sausages 
with the Rotary Club of Glenelg, which was 
a great experience. We hope that everyone 
will enjoy seeing the new mural as they walk 
through our school grounds.
Ms Vun

Ridley Grove Community Garden
Classes 14, 19, 21, 25 and 26 visited the Ridley Grove Community Gardens twice this 
term to work in the kitchen to prepare meals, in the garden doing  digging, mulching 
and looking after the plants  and creating and making mosaics. Students had a 
wonderful time in great community atmosphere. (Ms Potter)

Mr Alan showed us 
how to make mosaic 
tiles. We made mosaic 
tiles and we also 
helped each other. 
We made mosaic 
tiles for people who 
are in wheel chairs. 
It is important for 
students in Australia 
to learn to help the 
community. We like to help the community. We felt very 
happy because we did helpful things for the community.
(Abdullah & Walid, class 21)

An Excursion to 
Wilderness School
This term a group of students 
from our school were the guests 
of year 10 and 11 art students at 
Wilderness School. Wilderness 
is a private college for girls in 
Adelaide. The Wilderness students 
have an Art Project on the theme 
of Refugees and Multiculturalism. 
They interviewed our students 
and will use their experiences and 
thoughts in their artwork. It was a 
happy day of good communication 
and sharing.
Class 7 students
(also Mandeline and Thanaraj

LEAP Program
A group of 24 students are meeting each week to learn 
about healthy eating and lifestyle from Dietician, Shaun Li, 
and educators from OPAL. The LEAP program will help these 
students to produce Dance Choreography videos which will 
be presented to parent goups later in the year.

Breakfast Club
Every Friday morning a group 
of volunteer teachers provide 
a healthy free breakfast to 
students to promote regular 
breakfast eating! We serve food 
donated kindly by Kick Start for 
Kids.

FIELD TRIP
On 1st and 2nd April, Advance 
classes went to the overnight field 
trip at Woodhouse. The activities 
were so enjoyable and the food 
was delicious.  We had so much 
fun!


