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Taken from the second verse of the Australian 
national anthem, this year’s Refugee Week 
theme, With courage let us all combine, 

helped the school community to celebrate not 
only the courage of refugees who have refused to 

deny their beliefs or identity in the face of persecution, fled their 
homeland and often endured terrifying and dangerous journeys, to 
arrive in Australia, but also the courage they have enabling them to 
work hard to make a new life for themselves and their families. The 
Refugee Week theme also served as a call for all Australians to have 
the courage to stand up against injustice and work together to make 
our country one that lives up to its national anthem.
The school values Respect, Responsibility and Resilience are a 
constant reference within the school community and they also 
enable our students to develop the skills and capabilities required to 
make a successful journey through life while they support others in 
their communities to do the same. 

The Honourable Zoe Bettison MP, 
our invited guest at the Student 
Achievement Assembly on Tuesday 
16th June, spoke about the work and 
legacy of so many of our citizens 
who came to Australia as refugees. 
She reflected on the contributions 
of Les Murray, a refugee from 
Hungary, who worked for over 

40 years to develop soccer in Australia. She also highlighted the 
advantages of speaking more than one language and congratulated 
the students for having this capacity. 
The Student Achievement Assembly gives us the opportunity to 
recognise the amazing academic progress, as well as the activities 
that students are involved in under the guidance of their dedicated 
teachers. Much of this work is reflected in the photos and 
contributions in the end of Term newsletter. I am always impressed 
by the huge range of activities that support the curriculum as well 
as the extra-curricular opportunities that students are offered, all of 
which help to connect them with the Australian community. 
For the past 2 terms we have been privileged to have Ms Sally 
Lamping Ed.D, Associate Professor, English Education US Fulbright 

Senior Research 
Scholar from Wright 
State University 
working in the school 
and researching the 
teaching and learning 
of our Pathway A 
Literacy Classes. As 
her time draws to an 
end, on behalf of the 
school community I 
would like to thank 
her for the wonderful contributions she has made as a teacher 
of teachers, teacher of students, observer, volunteer and friend. 
The school has benefitted so much by having access to her valued 
expertise and we trust that she returns to the USA with her suitcase 
full of equally beneficial and wonderful experiences and memories.  
During the 10 weeks from the 18th May until the 7th August, staff have 
been gathering evidence and reporting students with disability for 
the Nationaly Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with 
Disability. All students who are identified by the school are receiving 
some level of additional support and parents/caregivers have been 
notified.

Governing Council 
The school’s Governing Council meeting was held on Thursday 28th 

May. Despite the cold evening, there was excellent attendance both 
of families and representatives of support agencies. The key work 
of the school was discussed and shared with the future work on the 
ICT Hub of great interest. Parent/caregiver representatives praised 
the work of school staff, congratulating them on the progress that 
their children make in the short time that they spend at the school. 
The advantages of giving students the opportunity to remain at the 
school if mainstream classes were an option were put forward. On 
behalf of the school community, I would like to acknowledge the 
active participation of those parents/caregivers who attend these 
meetings.
Ms Julie Presser
Principal

Term 3, 2015 Dates

Monday 20th July Student Free Day
Tuesday 21st July First Day of Term 3
Thursday 20th August Governing Council Meeting
Monday 7th September School Closure  
Tuesday 8th September Student Free Day
Tuesday 15th September Student Achievement 

International Peace Day 
Assembly

Thursday 24th September Graduation Assembly
Friday 25th September Last Day of Term 3

Library News
ASSoE Library celebrated 
Reconciliation Week with a 
display and a power point 
presentation created by one 
of our teachers, Mr Braund. 
The display showed a timeline 
of the history of reconciliation 
with Aboriginal Australians. 
Books, magazines, artefacts 
and didgeridoos, hand made by 
students, helped to make this 
display a bright and colourful 
place to visit. The Library has 
a wonderful range of books 
relating to Aboriginal Australians 
and we encourage all students 
to browse and borrow.
Ms Fisher

School Uniform
Recently there has been an 
increase in the number of 
students wearing hoodies or 
hooded jackets and jumpers 
to school. Our current 
school uniform policy does 
not include a statement on 
hoodies and therefore further 
discussion and consultation 
with the school community, 
including students, staff and 
the Governing Council will 
occur next term to determine 
whether hooded jackets will 
be an acceptable item.
Ms Anti Macri
Deputy Principal

	 Come	Out	Children’s	Festival
Come Out is an annual festival of young 
people’s visual and performing arts 
co-ordinated by the Adelaide Festival 
Centre. This year two classes (10 and 20) 
have worked with visiting visual artists 
and Art teacher Mr Hurditch to produce 
beautiful peace-themed fabric artworks 
and flags, which were displayed during 
the festival launch on 22nd May. Four 
classes (10, 20, 25 and 32) also worked 
with a dance instructor and teachers 
Ms Slade and Ms Glasson to learn and 
participate in the Flash Mob dance - 
a coordinated effort of 6 secondary 
schools - and performed at the launch 
at the new Torrens Footbridge. After the launch students were treated to a fascinating architectural tour of Adelaide called A City for Whoo? 
and led by designers and architects from UniSA. The highlight was a tour of the high-tech offices of Woods Bagot architectural firm in Currie 
Street with a magnificent view over the city, suburbs and hills.

Sport
This term we hosted a mixed volleyball carnival and competed 
in a junior 5 a side soccer carnival. All students played fairly 
and achieved good results with our girls 5 a side team coming 
3rd and our junior mixed volleyball team coming 2nd. We also 
had 3 weekly sport teams playing on Wednesday afternoons. 
A senior boys basketball team, a senior boys 5 a side soccer 
team and a junior mixed badminton team. All teams have been 
playing well and we hope they will make the finals in week 10.

In week 8 we also played our annual Friendship Cup soccer 
game at St Ignatius College. This game is now in it’s 11th year 
and is played as part of Refugee Week celebration. It’s a great 
opportunity for boys and girls to play a game of soccer then 
enjoy lunch together to discuss their life stories as well as meet 
some players from the Adelaide United team.
Mr Ellenbroek

Principal’s Report



Class 24
During the first five weeks of this term, our class was fortunate to 
have a visiting teacher, Mr Max McColl in our classroom. During our 
first lesson with Mr McColl, he presented a power point of his life so 
far. Then, he taught us how to write and edit our own autobiography 
and make a special little book to publish it in. 

We found pictures, drew illustrations and dedicated our book to 
someone we value. Ms Fisher in the library helped us bind our books 
with coloured tape. 

The process was a struggle for us but it certainly helped to improve 
our writing, speaking and listening language skills. After telling 
our stories, we also had to answer questions from our audience, 
sometimes difficult ones.

At our Oral Presentation, we all felt so happy, proud and grateful to 
have some guests including Ms Presser, Ms Fisher, Ms Lamping from 
America and Ms Anita, our volunteer who all came to listen to our 
very personal stories. 

Bridges
Class 21 and students of Hills Montessori School jointly participated 
in the Art project for the Come Out Festival, showcasing the theme, 
'Bridges'. Ms Miranda Hampton from Hills Montessori School 
organised for the students of both the schools to meet at the Art 
Gallery at the start of this term to share ideas and plan our work 
together. Students in both the schools drew a wide range of  bridges 
which showed a connection between their present and future life. 
Students met again to watch the play A Kid Like Me at The Park 
where their beautiful artwork was displayed wonderfully by Ms 
Hampton for everyone to appreciate.

It was not only an excellent opportunity for the young people in 
both the schools to develop and foster intercultural understanding, 
but it also helped students to refine some of their personal and 
learning goals in PLP. 
Ms Naeem

Orienteering
Every year, we have orienteering competitions between classes at 
Belair National Park. The students learn how to use orienteering 
maps and compasses at school and then use these skills in the 
forest areas of the park. Classes 17, 37 and 30 braved rather cool 
conditions on Thursday 18th of June,  and competed in small teams, 
to see who are the best orienteers. This term the short course 
(2.7km) winners were team Sereyo, Marwa, Devika and Didasiene. 
The long course winners (3.2km) were Jacob and Huzaifa. 
Mr Kraehenbuehl

Short course winners Long course winners

v	I will go to visit high school next week and that also makes me 
realise that I have nearly finished at ASSoE. I feel very worried and 
nervous and sometimes I ask myself: “ Why can’t I study in the same 
class and the same school with them until university?”. Maybe on 
graduation day, I will cry a lot because I love them anyway. I will 
miss most my teachers: Mrs Bennett and Mrs. Bielecki and a lot of 
funny things that we have done together. I will also miss my friends 
too and I hope that I can see them somewhere in this country. I 
also want to say to them: “ I love you “ but I will say it and hug 
them on the last day. (Nhi)

v ... Teachers are kind, hard working and care about me and my 
classmates. ... After this term, I will go to my new high school to 
start a new journey in life. Things will definitely become harder for 
me at first because I will restart everything again. However, I won’t 
feel regret about the chance of studying here and knowing my 
first friends and teachers since the day I came here. I’ll surely miss 
everyone at ASSoE and a lot of funny, scary and happy memories 
here. (An)

v Now, I feel very comfortable in my class. My classmates are friendly 
and kind. “I’m lucky that I’m in this class with everyone here”, I 
always thought this to myself. I will go to high school next term. 
Unlike my friends, I feel kind of excited. I don’t know what will 
happen to me in high school. Being able to make good friends and 

knowing more about life here in Adelaide makes me feel excited. 
Even though I will miss my class, my teachers and the time we 
spent, I’m sure that all of these memories will linger in my mind. 
(Anh)

v The time has passed very quickly. We are in transition now, which is 
our last term at this school. I’ve looked forward to being in this term 
since my first day at this school. Absolutely, I’m happy and excited 
about going to high school with a little bit of nervousness and 
sadness in my heart. High school will be a totally new environment 
for me and it’s a challenge as well. Anyway, high school will be a 
new chapter in my life. I will go into it with my excited and curious 
heart. (Anna)

v At the end of my time at this school, I will not hesitate to tell 
everyone that this school is just simply awesome. All the memories 
and things I have been through at my first school in Australia, I’m 
sure that they will always be in my heart wherever I go. (Le)

v For sure I will miss this school more than anything. I will miss all 
my teachers who are so kind and ready to help. I will miss the most 
Nhi’s laugh and our stupid games. I will remember every single 
detail in this school and the best moments I had. I learnt how to 
grow up and take the benefits of every new experience. I wish that 
I could see all my friends after awhile of leaving this school. (Maya)

Reconciliation	Week	Excursion
“ On Thursday 28th May 2015, we went on an excursion to Taoundi 
Aboriginal Communiry College for a Reconciliation Week celebration. 
It was a great day. I watched some interesting Aboriginal dance. I am 
so proud of them because they are improving the traditional culture 
...” Bereket (class 20)

 “... We saw snakes, 
lizards, a possum and 
a crocodile. We did 
some drumming. We 
did a practice vote. We 
rode a bike and this 
bike can make juice ...” 
Mohamed (class 20)

Breakfast	Club
Every Friday morning the school offers a free healthy breakfast for 
our students, with the kind volunteer support of several teachers 
also food provided by volunteer organisation Kick Start for Kids. The 
breakfast club regularly has up to 100 students attending and is a 
warm, welcoming, and nourishing start to a Friday morning. 

IDAHOT
On Friday 15th May many students and teachers painted a beautiful 
rainbow to celebrate the International Day Against Homophobia 
and Transphobia. ASSoE is a member of the Safe Schools Coalition 
and therefore we embrace all diversity including sexual and gender 
diversity - and make an effort to show that we welcome all people. 
The rainbow is an internationally recognized symbol of this effort. 

Ridley Grove
Several classes have visited Ridley Grove Community 
Garden this term and helped to maintain this 
wonderful community facility. Students learn about 
different plant varieties, nursery and garden skills, 
and also help with special activities like compost, 
mulching, harvesting, planting and weeding.

LEAP	Program
Students in the LEAP leadership program are working with AusDance 
instructor Ms Fiona Gardner every week to produce a choreographed 
dance film, which will assist them with delivering community 
seminars on healthy lifestyle later this year. We have also been 
joined by Professor Sally Lamping, a visiting US scholar and educator 
with an interest in the learning process for new arrivals. Mr Travis 
Ranson has also joined the students to teach aspects of Parkour, a 
style of body movement involving climbing, swinging, rolling and 
other acrobatic-like movements. 

Goodbye and Thank You from Class 42

Students from class 27, 29 and 31 having fun riding 
paddle boats on the Torrens river at Elder Park.


